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SUBJECT: SPECIAL ISSUE ON US OF "LE CONSEILLER DU 
COMMERCE EXTERIEUR" 

1 . THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF 
FRENCH COMMERCIAL COUNSELORS, A QUASI-PUBLIC BODY 
OF FOREIGN TRADE EXPERTS, BOTH GOVERNMENTAL AND 
PRIVATE, HAS URGENTLY ASKED OUR HELP IN GETTING SOME 
OFFICIAL USG STATEMENTS FOR INCLUSION IN A SPECIAL 
REPORT ON US/EUROPEAN ECONOMIC RELATIONS TO APPEAR IN 
THE JUNE ISSUE OF THE COMMITTEE S MONTHLY JOURNAL 

"LE CONSEILLER DU COMMERCE EXTERIEUR.” 

2. SINCE THE ILLUSTRATIVE TOPICS SENT TO US BY THE 
JOURNAL’S EDITOR, GOUVION SAINT-CYR DEAL LARGELY 
WITH EITHER TRADE POLICY OR US/EC RELATIONS, WE 
SUGGEST THAT OUR CONTRIBUTION TAKE THE FORM OF 
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QUESTION AND ANSWER INTERVIEWS WITH AMBASSADORS 
STRAUSS AND HINTON. ALTERNATIVELY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
HARTMAN MAY PREFER TO FIELD ANY OR ALL OF THE 
QUESTIONS. IDEALLY OUR RESPONSES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED 
TO GOUVION SAINT-CYR BY MAY 20. IN VIEW OF 
IMPORTANCE OF JOURNAL'S READERSHIP IN FRENCH TRADE 
POLICY FORMULATION AND AS OPINION MOULDERS WE 
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CONSIDER THIS A VALUABLE OPPORTUNITY TO PROJECT IN 
FRANCE THE NEW ADMINISTRATION S POLICIES IN THESE 
FIELDS. 

3. THE QUESTIONS POSED BY GOUVION SAINT-CYR ARE AS 
FOLLOWS: 

(A) DOES PRESIDENT CARTER INTEND TO ALTER THE 
OBJECTIVES AND MODALITIES OF US FOREIGN TRADE POLICY? 

(B) DOES THE RECENT VISIT TO WASHINGTON OF MR. 

JENKINS SUGGEST THAT THE US WISHES TO GLOBALIZE AT 
THE COMMUNITY LEVEL ITS RELATIONS WITH THE MEMBER 
STATES? 

(C) WOULD THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE EC, WHICH IS 
BASICALLY A EUROPEAN AFFAIR, RISK A MODIFICATION 

OF US COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH THE CANDIDATE STATES? 

(D) SOME OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT THE MTN SHOULD BE 
CONCLUDED IN 1977. IS THIS REALISTIC FROM THE US 
STANDPOINT, WHAT CONCRETE RESULTS IS THE US 
EXPECTING, AND IS THERE ANY PROSPECT OF GREATER 
US FLEXIBILITY ON THE AGRICULTURE ISSUE? 

(E) DOES THE US SHARE THE WIDESPREAD CONCERN ABOUT 
EASTERN EUROPEAN INDEBTEDNESS? DOES THE US PLAN TO 
DEVELOP ITS COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH THESE COUNTRIES 
AND ACCORD THEM EXIMBANK AND MFN FACILITIES? 
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(F) SOME PEOPLE CONSIDER THE US TRADE ACT TO BE A 
RATHER PROTECTIONIST LAW. SHOULD WE ANTICIPATE THAT 
THE USG WILL APPLY IT RIGOROUSLY TO ACHIEVE VITAL 
STRUCTURAL EVOLUTION IN CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
OR TO MAINTAIN EMPLOYMENT, OR WILL IT SEEK VOLUNTARY 
RESTRAINT AGREEMENTS WITH EXPORTING COUNTRIES? 

(G) PRESIDENT CARTER'S ENERGY POLICY SHOULD LEAD TO 
A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN THE SALE OF SMALL CARS. 

DOES THIS PRESENT A MAJOR OPPORTUNITY FOR EUROPEAN 
CAR EXPORTS, OR WILL THE USG ACT TO PROTECT ITS OWN 
CAR BUILDERS? 

(H) FRANCE HAS A VERY LARGE DEFICIT IN ITS TRADE 
WITH THE US. HOW DOES THE US THINK WE SHOULD 
PROCEED TO REDRESS THIS DEFICIT AND PROMOTE FURTHER 
GROWTH IN FRANCO-AMERICAN TRADE? 
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4. FOREGOING QUESTIONS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED PURELY 
ILLUSTRATIVE. WE ARE FREE TO REWORD, ADD, OR 

DROP QUESTIONS AS DESIRED TO ENABLE US TO GET OUR 
MESSAGE ACROSS IN OUR OWN WAY. SOME OF GOUVION 
ST. CYR'S QUESTIONS (E.G. F AND H) REFLECT FRENCH 
BIASES AND MISCONCEPTIONS AND SHOULD PROBABLY BE RE- 
WORKED IN ANY CASE. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ADDRESSEE REACTIONS AND 
INDICATION OF INTENTIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

GAMMON 
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